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O mankind 
In the darkest night, 
Illuminate your hearts with compassion 
And cleanse your soul with the grief that lingers  
In the absence of your loved ones 
So many of us have died in the masses 
As the living are not solely dependent on life, 
But also the humanity that guards one's soul. 
 
~from Birds of Paradise  
by Shaila Moulee 
1st place high school winner, 2024 
Thomas A. Edison Career and Technical Education High School 
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